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•

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU HOLDS FALL COMMENCEMENT
CHARLESTON, IL.--More than 500 graduates participated in Eastern
Illinois University's annual Fall Commencement Ceremony Sunday, Dec.
10.
During the ceremony, Congressman Terry L. Bruce (D-Olney) and Mrs.
Hazel Watson of Charleston, Republican State Central Committeewoman of
Illinois' 19th Congressional District, were awarded honorary Doctor of
Public Service degrees.
Eastern President Stan Rives said the University is proud to honor
Congressman Bruce in recognition of his dedication and service to the
people of Illinois and continuing support of higher education in the
state and federal levels and Mrs. Watson for her leadership and
continuing commitment to education and public service.
-more-
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In giving his charge to the graduates, Eastern President Stan Rives
said, "Without a quest, without a dream, we can wander aimlessly
through life accomplishing little that is good for ourselves and, what
is more important, for our fellow human beings.
"This nation, this State, your parents, and you have invested much
in your education.

We have a right to expect, a right to demand that

you use your education to make this a better world, to seek to turn our
impossible dreams into reality."
Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities representative Dominick Bufalino of Norwood Park Township said, "The future is
indeed brighter for Illinois higher education.

The Board of Governors

believes that action taken by the legislature this year was courageous
and while it will not meet all our needs, it puts us on the road to
recovery."
Bufalino noted that Nancy Froelich of Lake Bloomington, BOG
chairman, and Evelyn Kaufman of Chicago, immediate past chair and
current member of the BOG, were among those graduates who received
Bachelor of Arts degrees Sunday through Eastern's Board of Governors
program.
Eastern Student Body President Patty Kennedy of LaGrange asked the
graduates to reflect on their experiences at Eastern and to be proud of
the successful completion of their education.
Torn Gaffigan of Decatur, a 1970 Eastern graduate and immediate past
president of the EIU Alumni Association, welcomed the graduates to the
50,000-rnernber Alumni Association and said, "You will succeed because
Eastern Illinois University has prepared you to meet and overcome any
obstacle."
Dr. Hannah Eads, professor of art, served as faculty marshal.
Eads, who joined the Eastern faculty in 1961, is the senior staff
member of the Art Department.
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